Mr. Jonathan Yardley 
3sok World 
The Washington Post 
1150 15 o t ., iw 
Washington, U.C. 20071 

Dear i'ir. Yardley, 

I wid *e you. rather than ms. Sing because you may remember some of my background 
ana because I am disturbed by Mr. Prettyman' s review of ^ura Kalman's biograohy of abe 
Portas. I do not allege or believe that ill*, xrettymun does not faitiifully review the 
Dook nor can I, based on his review, allege that she is unfair to Portas Or his wife, 
let I have the feeling of unfairness and that Portas is held to standards not apolied 
to others in liis position. 

j-t is not that I object to showing the warts, which we all have and wliich I have 
dene in seven books. My books are on the most controversial subject of our political 
assassinations. I've gotten between 15,000 and 20,000 letters about them and innumerable 
phone calls, xhese do not include a single complaint about unfairness and Lome of those 
of whom i was cr: tical became friends. My point is that reporting human flaws does not 
require unfairness. 

What Mr. Prettyman does not say xs that the firm of nrno Id, Portas and Porter took 
the so-called 1 security cases without fee. with all the imputations of greed t’nis is an 
omission I regret, also missing is, any reference to the loss of clients tjo a firm special- 
izing in government reiatxons in those earliest days of cold— war hysteria. Yliis was a 
real risk to a fledgling law firm in those days. 

j-t happens that x'd known uhurman Arnold when he handed the L*. jpartmpnt of Justice 
anti-trust division and j. took him what x developed in a series of Nazi cartel stories 
I^did as an investigative reporter. I'd known Paul Porter when he was practising law 
after leaving, if I remember correctly, the PUG. They, along with Portas, who I'd not 
until then met, agreed to represent 10 of us fired without charges or hearing by the 
State -department in what amounteu to a pogrom under the anti^eSa^rtESaoemocratic MrCarran 
■Kider. Because the rider provided that anyone in named agencies could be fired without 
aa any cause given, without charges, and without hearing, they faced a. more formidable 
task that! representing those fired with some form of due process. Tfayyiiepe so successful 
we were all rehired, with a public apology -really unheard of - and we all ! resigned. 

I knew Carol Agger slightly when i was the editor of the Senate Civil Liberties 
Committee and she, as a lawyer for the national delations Board, helped us. bhe did not 
then, as a young woman, appear to be ‘enamored of huge aOunts of money" but in fact was 
soi principled she wore unattractive lisle stockings as a protest against Japanese 
atrocities in °hina. 

I know of a mission Portas undertook for LBJ , of which I entirely disapprove, that 
amounted to an effort to rewrite a major event in our history. But he is not alone, not 
even among justices of the Supreme Sourt, in having departed from accepted! practise. Prom 
the Prettyman review there is no reason to believe that Kl'aman, in fairness, made qny 
reference to them. Like Earl Warren becoming chairman of the Presidential commission that 
bears his name when it appeared certain t at the back “uby case would go to the Court. Or 
Justice Jackson on the largely whitewasliing Pearl Harbor commission. 

So much about the prominent does not get reported at all. Por example, relating 
to, the c Qur -fc f Gerald Pord's associates in his campaign to "get" Justice -buglas. These 
included E. Howard Ix unt and the Watergater's first lawyer, Couglas Caddy. The Post 
omitted this in its superb Watergate reporting. If my recollection is corect, it also 
made no reference to this when as our first unelected President £?ord plugged an anti- 
labor book by Caddy. Nor, for that matter, did it report that Pord perjured himself before 
the Senate Judiciary C 0 nnittee at the hearings on his coni' i mat-i nn - xmnrirggYprgr:-i nhsnx+yv 
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me last time I saw Portas was at the memorial for Cliff Durr, who had refused to 
accept reappointment to the PCC by ^'ruman because of Truman's misnamed " security" ploy 
exposed for what it weally was by Carl Bernstein in his book on his parents. Durrm if 
you do not recall, returned to Alabama instead and practised civil-rights law, not a 
why to get rich. I b±Ki believe he then represented -toas Parks when she refused to take 
a I back seat on a Birmingham bus* ^ 

Vie all of us have flaws, including those of us who try not to. 

J. get the impression from the Prettyman review of the Kalman book that she lacked 
balance if not also fairness in her account of the life of a fine man to whom the country 
is greatly indebted for the truly fine things he did by exaggerated reference to those 
thing for which he is subject to criticism* ! 

ompare, for example, with the public and press treatment of both Nixon as a 
person and of his books after he was the first -'resident to resign to avpid imoeachmentp 

Ue mistreat out liberals tnis way, not our conservatives. 

‘here is another item in today's book World that is minor but you may find in- 
teresting. It relates to Richard *bshire, under "Chandler in Dallas". Under the name of 
Anderson" abshire agreed to be the ghost writer for the despicable Ricky White who seeks 
wealth# from the complete fabircation, tliat hi father was one of JFK's assassins. The 
Post did not mention this but it got considerable attention elsewhere. Well, it is not 
a complete fabrication. Dome of it is cribbed from a novel, some from a cheap novel 
pretended to be non-fiejsion and some from a potboiler that pretended to be a book reviewing 
three books. I understand that white and nbshhie have parted ways, but initially he went 
for White's palpably untenable concoction. 

Sincerely, 


x&tdMM u { 

Harold Weisberg 



, . w ref ere ce to nBJ’s effort to rewrite part of our history, using Forta* as 

officKlu- th i S tf te i t0 ^ ardley ’ diites t0 ^ he first wave ° f hooks critical^ the 
of J lc J ^° lu * lon to the Jlk assassination. Fordas, from the FnI's own records, was un- 

asy and opposed to wnat LiiJ wanted - for J. Edgar Hoover to write a book cricical of 

olltJ C37iuXCS« 

v L i' 0I h* s did 80 t0 the i ' 1>1 on * dt - ThlJ people ho dealt with there perceived his 

an„°Lt f ° r th °i dea ' 0,111 th< ^ e™ 1 ™* ° oilVorent approach that Fortas jumped 

a]t to get the tfting over with. 

w f 0t “ friendl y reporter, bid Epstein, then of the Washington Star, to 

3 l t °nht! 00 ^?’ in r6turn for ;jhich hu '"' ould Set an exclusive response that 
^ 0 "t‘ 1 1 drafted thS lGtt6r for E h stein and he used the letter it gJJve 

The Fill then used this letter as the peg on which to haJg a four-page press 
release tliat got international attention. 

under Fortls rGCOrdS ^ th ° file ^r the Star and Epstein and perhaps 



